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Copyright Declaration &
Compliance Framework
Best Tourism Villages (BTV) 2026
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India
To be submitted by the Village / District along with the BTV 2026 Application Form
	ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT
This document has two parts that must both be completed and submitted with the BTV 2026 Application Form:
1. Part A — Copyright Declaration: Lists all photographs, videos, and other audio-visual materials submitted with the application, along with the names of their creators and their copyright/license status.
1. Part B — Compliance Framework: Contains declarations required by UN Tourism that the applicant must read, accept, and sign before the application can be considered.

Important instructions:
1. All fields marked with * are mandatory.
1. Fill this form in English. Incomplete forms will not be considered.
1. Submit this completed document along with your Application Form to your State/UT Tourism Department.
1. For any audio-visual material that belongs to a third party (photographer, videographer, agency, etc.), written permission must be obtained before submission. This document serves as your declaration of that ownership or permission.
1. 'Royalty-Free' or 'Own / Village Property' are acceptable entries in the License/Rights Status column if you own the material outright.



	Village Name: *
	____________________________________________________________

	State/UT: *
	____________________________________________________________

	District: *
	____________________________________________________________




	Part A  Copyright Declaration
List all audio-visual materials submitted with the BTV 2026 Application Form and their copyright details.
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	Instructions for completing Part A:
• List EVERY photo, video and other audio-visual material you have submitted with your application.
• 'File Name' should match the exact file name of the material submitted or the Google Drive link.
• 'Creator Name' is the photographer, videographer, or organization that created the material.
• 'License / Rights Status' examples: 'Own/Village Property', 'Royalty-Free', 'Licensed with Permission', 'Creative Commons CC-BY', etc.
• If the material is owned by a third party, you must have their written permission before submitting. Attach permission letters separately.



	A.1  Supporting Photographs (Section 5.1 of Application Form — up to 10 images)



	Material
	File Name / Google Drive Link
	Photographer / Creator Name
	Year
	License / Rights Status

	Photo 1
	
	
	
	

	Photo 2
	
	
	
	

	Photo 3
	
	
	
	

	Photo 4
	
	
	
	

	Photo 5
	
	
	
	

	Photo 6
	
	
	
	

	Photo 7
	
	
	
	

	Photo 8
	
	
	
	

	Photo 9
	
	
	
	

	Photo 10
	
	
	
	



	A.2  Motivation Video (Section 3.8 of Application Form)



	Material
	File Name / Google Drive / YouTube Link
	Director / Creator Name
	Year
	License / Rights Status

	Motivation Video
	
	
	
	



	A.3  Supporting / Promotional Videos (Section 5.2 of Application Form — up to 3 videos)



	Material
	File Name / Google Drive / YouTube Link
	Director / Creator Name
	Year
	License / Rights Status

	Video 1
	
	
	
	

	Video 2
	
	
	
	

	Video 3
	
	
	
	



	A.4  General Presentation (Section 3.9 of Application Form)



	Material
	File Name / Google Drive Link
	Prepared By (Name / Organization)
	Year
	License / Rights Status

	General Presentation (PDF)
	
	
	
	



	A.5  Tourism Signage Photographs (Question A.6.7 — up to 3 photos)



	Material
	File Name / Google Drive Link
	Photographer / Creator Name
	Year
	License / Rights Status

	Signage Photo 1
	
	
	
	

	Signage Photo 2
	
	
	
	

	Signage Photo 3
	
	
	
	



	A.6  Any Other Audio-Visual Materials Submitted



	Material
	File Name / Google Drive Link
	Photographer / Creator Name
	Year
	License / Rights Status

	Other Material 1
	
	
	
	

	Other Material 2
	
	
	
	

	Other Material 3
	
	
	
	



	Copyright Declaration Statement *
I/We hereby confirm that:
1. All audio-visual materials listed above are either owned by the village/applicant or permission has been obtained from the respective copyright holders for use in this application and for any subsequent promotional activities by the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India and UN Tourism.
1. Third-party materials have been duly credited above with the correct author name, year, and license/rights status.
1. I/We indemnify the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India and UN Tourism from any and all claims, damages, or liabilities arising from any copyright infringement related to materials submitted in this application.
1. I/We understand that if recognized as a Best Tourism Village, these materials may be used for promotional and communication purposes by the Ministry of Tourism and UN Tourism without additional compensation.

☐  I/We confirm and accept the above Copyright Declaration. *





	Part B  Compliance Framework
Declarations required by UN Tourism — read carefully and tick YES for each statement to confirm acceptance.
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	All declarations below are mandatory (*). Tick YES next to each statement to confirm your acceptance.
By submitting this form, the applicant (village and/or the State/UT Tourism Department representative) acknowledges acceptance of all the Terms and Conditions of the Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism initiative.



	B.1  Compliance Declarations



	Statement
	Acceptance

	C.1.  I am aware and accept the Statutes of UN Tourism and the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism.
	☐
YES

	C.2.  I am aware and accept to comply with the Terms and Conditions of the 'Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism' initiative. Accordingly, I recognize that UN Tourism reserves the right to suspend or exclude a village from the 'Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism' Network at any time in case of breach of these Terms and Conditions, for not meeting the requirements for joining the initiative, or for any other reason duly justified.
	☐
YES

	C.3.  I acknowledge the obligation to inform the village about these Terms and Conditions and to ensure that the village accepts and complies with said Terms and Conditions before, during and after its participation in the initiative.
	☐
YES

	C.4.  I understand and accept that the village, once officially a member of 'Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism' Network, may mention its membership as such. Only villages recognised as Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism can use the initiative's logo according to the Terms and Conditions and the Guidelines for the use of the logo. Any use of UN Tourism's signs (name, emblem, flag or acronym) shall be subject to prior written authorization by UN Tourism and in full compliance with the terms and conditions in accordance with UN Tourism Terms of Use.
	☐
YES

	C.5.  By becoming a member of 'Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism' Network, the village accepts to comply with the terms and conditions established by UN Tourism, in particular on the use of UN Tourism signs and the prohibition to be involved in any activity that could be opposed to the objectives or principles of UN Tourism or the United Nations, or that could adversely reflect upon UN Tourism.
	☐
YES



	B.2  Undertaking



	UNDERTAKING
I, hereby, declare that all the information provided in the BTV 2026 Application Form and in this Copyright Declaration & Compliance document is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and that I have read, understood and accepted the Terms and Conditions and agree to all the terms therein. Should I fail to adhere to the conditions set out by said Terms and Conditions, I understand that the UN Tourism reserves the right to dismiss my application or remove the recognition granted to the village.

	☐
YES



	B.3  Data Protection



	Statement
	Acceptance

	D.1.  By submitting their application, participants acknowledge that the referenced projects and visual materials are their own originals and/or they own the necessary right to ownership or property rights thereover. Participants shall duly credit third party copyrights and licenses to use them when applicable or if requested by the Secretariat at any time. Participants agree to hold harmless UN Tourism from any and all losses, claims, damages, expenses or liabilities which could arise in relation to intellectual property rights or personal data of third parties in relation to the applications submitted and visual materials uploaded in the application. UN Tourism shall not claim any property on the initiatives submitted or any other industrial or intellectual property contained in their application. Participants do not cede UN Tourism industrial or intellectual property rights arising as a result of their applications.
	☐
YES

	D.2.  Candidates recognized as Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism and those selected to participate in the Upgrade Programme authorize UN Tourism to share the audio-visual material provided in the candidacy with third parties, such as, but not limited to, media (e.g. TV channels), event organizers, publishers, etc. in connection to their recognition as Best Tourism Village by UN Tourism or to their selection to participate in the Upgrade Programme. UN Tourism will provide the third party with the corresponding copyrights if previously shared by the candidate and whenever possible. UN Tourism shall request the third party to duly credit the corresponding copyrights and shall inform the concerned villages on the use of these materials by third parties. UN Tourism shall not be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, special or consequential damages arising out of or in connection with the use by UN Tourism or by any of the abovementioned third parties of any type of material provided as part of the candidacy, including but not limited to audios, videos, and images.
	☐
YES

	D.3.  By submitting their application, participants expressly grant their consent to the use of the name of their village and its initiatives in connection with the 'Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism' initiative and the recording and maintenance of related files. Participants may exercise their rights to access, modify, cancel and oppose the processing of their personal details by sending an email to besttourismvillages@untourism.int indicating which right they wish to exercise and attaching a copy of their passport, national ID card or equivalent documentation.
	☐
YES



	B.4  Additional Declaration — Ministry of Tourism, Government of India



	Statement
	Acceptance

	M.1.  I/We acknowledge that the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India may use the application content, information, and audio-visual materials (in full or in part) for research, knowledge generation, capacity-building, monitoring, promotion of rural tourism in India, and other purposes related to the Best Tourism Villages initiative. The submitted materials shall not be commercially exploited by third parties without the consent of the village.
	☐
YES

	M.2.  I/We confirm that the village meets all four eligibility criteria specified in the BTV 2026 guidelines: (i) population not exceeding 15,000 inhabitants, (ii) located in the vicinity of famous places/tourist destinations/landscapes, (iii) having traditional activities including agriculture, craft, cuisine, etc., and (iv) having a history of community values or based on past achievements. The supporting population census document has been submitted along with this application.
	☐
YES

	M.3.  I/We understand that the Ministry of Tourism reserves the right to verify any information provided in this application and may reject or disqualify the application if any information is found to be false, inaccurate, incomplete, or misleading. The Ministry's decision on selection, shortlisting, or recognition shall be final.
	☐
YES



	Final Declaration — I Agree *
By ticking the box below, I confirm that I have read, understood and accepted all declarations in Part B (Compliance Framework), including the Undertaking (B.2), Data Protection clauses (B.3), and Ministry of Tourism declarations (B.4).
☐  I agree to all of the above declarations. *




	  Signatures
Both the village authority and the State/UT representative must sign this document.
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The following persons confirm that they have read this document in full, understand its contents, and sign on behalf of the village and the State/UT Tourism Department respectively.
	Signature 1 — Village Authority
	Signature 2 — State/UT Representative

	(Sarpanch / Mayor / Village Head / Authorized Representative)
Name: _______________________________________________________
Designation: _______________________________________________________
Village: _______________________________________________________
District: _______________________________________________________
State/UT: _______________________________________________________
Mobile: _______________________________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________

Date: ________________________

Signature / Stamp:


	(State/UT Tourism Department Representative responsible for this submission)
Name: _______________________________________________________
Designation: _______________________________________________________
Department: _______________________________________________________
State/UT: _______________________________________________________
Office Address: ______________________________
Mobile: _______________________________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________

Date: ________________________

Signature / Official Seal:





	Reference Documents
¹  UN Tourism Statutes: https://doi.org/10.18111/9789284423781
²  Global Code of Ethics for Tourism: https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/37802/gcetbrochureglobalcodeen.pdf
³  UN Tourism Terms of Use: https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/unwtogad.2011.1.q143011gl1856q48
⁴  BTV 2026 Terms and Conditions: https://www.untourism.int/best-tourism-villages-2026
⁵  Data Protection / Contact: besttourismvillages@untourism.int

** The person signing Signature 2 (State/UT representative) is the person responsible for the application at the Ministry of Tourism level and is the same person mentioned in field 1.9 of the Application Form.




Submit this completed document along with the BTV 2026 Application Form to your State/UT Tourism Department
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